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Larry It’s June 27th. This is Larry Massie, with Tom Beaver on the phone, talking to 
Bruce Fetzer at the Fetzer Institute. 

Tom Okay, Bruce. We are now discussing mid 1984. 

Bruce So we’re going in detail through the channelings that Jim and John worked on. 

Tom Yes, the continuation of that. This is actually Bruce’s fifth interview pertaining to 
the channeling sessions. We are to May 18, 1984. 

Bruce Okay, let me find that. 

Tom In my book it’s right at the front and it’s an untabbed session. I don’t know how 
they’re marked in yours, but it’s May 18, 1984. Let me know when you’ve found 
it. It doesn’t have its own tab in my book. It’s a letter, Dear John and the group. 
Archangel Michael through Jim, May 18, 1984. 

Bruce Wow, this is a— 

Tom In mine it’s in the section that also has July ’84 at the beginning of it; in the back 
of it, there’s not a tab to it. In the back of it is this May 18, 1984, letter. 

Bruce I can’t find it, so let’s just go ahead and do it. 

Tom Okay. There’s just one section from it that I wanted you to comment on. It’s a 

letter from Jim/Archangel Michael to John and the group. It says, “Dear John and 
the group,” the Monday night group I would say. On page two, paragraph three, 
this is Archangel Michael. “Has it not been said that there will be need of a center 
where the Foundation can present ideas, from all different areas of the healing 
industry and healing arts, so that a new and higher level of healing might come 
forth? Has it not been said that a clinic might be necessary, in order to test and 
perfect ways of healing, and then in this manner present them to the world? This 
implies research then, along with that, the clinic.” In the next paragraph it says, 
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“Much of the research can and will be conducted elsewhere in the world, but 
eventually a place will be needed to bring these different ideas of study and 
research together.” It’s a pretty specific indication of what Archangel Michael is 
directing the Foundation to be; I would assume that you were presented this letter, 
as well as the rest of the Monday night group. Please give just whatever your 
comment would be on this. 

Bruce Absolutely. From an interesting historical standpoint, what came out of this was a 
relationship developed with a clinic called Association for Research and 
Enlightenment in Phoenix, Arizona. It’s based upon the channelings and readings 
of Edgar Cayce in Virginia Beach. It’s the only clinic that actually was practicing 
medicine based upon the readings. A strategic partnership was formed with that 
clinic, so that research ideas could be sourced and done in that setting. 

The difficulty, of course, looking at it after the fact, and this is pointed out by 
some Board members of the Institute later on in the late 80’s, is that you have to 
perform research in a highly credible way that meets rigorous scientific standards. 
If you don’t do that, your work won’t get published and it doesn’t count. What 
history would show, looking back on that, is that there was the intent to develop 
this relationship based upon a spiritual impulse, but the science has to be rigorous 
as well; that’s what I would say about that. 

Larry Now was that Gladys McGarey? 

Bruce Yeah, Gladys McGarey and William T. McGarey were the attending physicians, 
in the clinic. Harvey Grady was the director of the clinic, and so I think there are 
some oral histories that relate to that. You can cross-reference this channeling 
actually to the development of that relationship. The minutes of the Fetzer 
Institute also have written in it an agreement for collaboration. It’s amazing I even 
remember this: It was based upon Galatians 5:22, the fruits of the spirit; I 
remember they came to the Institute and worked with Chuck and me, and we 
developed a written agreement of the principles of collaboration. 

Larry What was the problem with them not being scholarly? Is that what you’re saying? 

Bruce Yes. Eventually what happened was this: It was the second year of this 

partnership, when they developed a scientific advisory board that had Elmer 
Green on it, William Tiller, Norm Shealy, and Stan Krippner, those four. They 
would help to review the rigorousness of the scientific protocols. But they started 
out by looking at some of the treatments that Edgar Cayce used, castor oil packs 
for instance, for certain types of ailments. None of the work really got published, 
and then Norm Shealy eventually dropped off of the committee. I think we 
worked with them for several years, so this was a literal attempt to take a 
directive in the channelings and operationalize it. 
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Larry Was one of the problems with acceptance of the work, the fact that Harvey is a 
psychic? 

Bruce No, the fact is that, if you don’t do the work in a reputable setting by someone 
with the credentials, they’re not going to get published. The editorial boards in 
these journals are strict. You can publish in the alternative magazines, but then 
you end up talking to yourself. That was the issue, as the impact was quite limited 
because the wrong strategic partner was selected for this work. 

The Institute later did work which was far more successful in its mind, body, 
health program. It brought in a much stronger group of fellows as a cohort. This 
was back in the late 80’s/early 90’s that led to that seminal work with Moyers 
Healing in the Mind series and other publications. It developed very credible 
work at Harvard, at Stanford University California, all over the place, if you look 
at that first fellows group. That really did make a difference, and led to the 
creation of the NIH Institute of Alternative Health. 

What’s interesting is that this channeling gave the impetus to move in this 
direction. It wasn’t until later, when when Rob came on staff, restructured the 
entire organization, and brought in leading experts from the industry as advisors 
and fellows, that we were able to marry both the alternative mindset with the 
rigorous scientific credibility. In so doing, it created a critical mass that actually 
moved the needle. Hundreds of millions of dollars then poured into this area to do 
research in alternative therapies, and the Institute then found its exit. 

That’s why the Institute moved out of mind and body medicine: because it 
became so huge we couldn’t steer the ship anymore. We were the catalyst and 
played a vital role, but in my view I don’t feel like we departed from anything that 
spirit wanted. I think that in this instance there was a spiritual impulse, and it gave 
John the confidence that this was a good bet to take. It just took a number of years 
to get there, but the Institute finally did. 

Larry Since you mentioned Edgar Cayce and castor oil, would you want to comment 
about John’s belief in effectiveness of those treatments? 

Bruce In the fall of 1985, John had already had a series of heart attacks; he went down as 
an inpatient to the ARE Clinic [in Tucson, AZ] to receive energy medicine 
treatment and therapy from the McGareys. John was adopting all of the Edgar 
Cayce regimen, the castor oil, the light therapy, the acupuncture. All the things 
that they were doing in that clinic John not only believed, but he was fully 
integrating into a regimen and he was doing it. He actually rented a hotel room, so 
that he would have access to the clinic and get therapy each day. So, yes, John, 
whenever he was interested in something, he was first in line. He would 
experiment on himself. John firmly integrated this into his belief system; he 
readily accepted these therapies as a viable option based on the fact that there is 
some connection to spirit. 
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Larry Do you think it helped him, the regimen? 

Bruce It’s hard to know. If you look at his situation, he had cardiovascular disease. He 
had progressive congestive heart failure. The question is, would light therapy 
actually reverse that? What’s known is, and the mechanisms are actually well 
known now, that stress is related to the constriction of the arteries. Did he have 
less stress when he was in retreat and receiving meditation and some of these 
therapies, massage? I’m sure that he would have, because when I visited him, 
when we’d read from A Course in Miracles or do meditation he was fine; but 
when we started talking business, he would have angina. 

That was the proof positive right there, that at that time he was materially 
compromised and was not able to handle stress. I think this was his way of getting 
some respite, and he was known to do that before. He would retreat. I think the 
records would show that he actually had some type of an ulcer or some health 
issue. I think Judy mentioned in her oral history that John went down to the 
Tucson ranch into retreat for a couple of months. 

Tom Right. Judy thought that was a heart attack, but it was the ulcer thing. But she 

does talk about it; that’s when Helen Schucman went and saw him a couple times, 
too. Do you remember that from Judy’s interviews, when she talked about Helen 
all of a sudden? 

Bruce Exactly. John was known to go into retreat when he had health issues; and would 
that have helped him? Yes, that would’ve helped him. 

Larry Tom, did he continue that castor oil treatment back in Kalamazoo? 

Tom Oh yes, absolutely, religiously, until the end. 

Larry Really? 

Tom Really, yes. Right until the end. Once we moved to Hawaii, I’m not sure, I don’t 
recall. I don’t recall him doing it in Hawaii. But in Michigan yes, absolutely. 
Every night he did it, nightly. We interviewed Gladys McGarey, of course, and 
Harvey Grady. Part of the treatment he was receiving was also psychic sessions 
with Harvey Grady, who told us he was attributing the angina to: Whenever Rhea 
would call out for John in her condition, he would experience it as an angina 
attack. 

Larry Yes, he called it a string I think, didn’t he? 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce I wasn’t aware of that. That’s something that John would’ve absolutely accepted. 
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Tom Yes. So it all ties together. I’m mentioning it just to tie the different interviews 
we’ve done together. 

Bruce Right. That’s why I cross-referenced them as well. So that’s that. This is 

something important to state here: this is at the high level that John literally 
accepted these channelings. There was a literal level and a figurative level. The 
living legacy of the founding of the Institute is to stay in tune with spirit. That’s 
what succeeds all of this. It would be a mistake for a historian to look at this, for 
instance, and John wanted a clinic, therefore, we should have a clinic. That would 
be a mistake. The clinic was a vehicle at the start. The enduring 300-year legacy 
is a spirit’s guidance. 

Tom I agree with you a hundred percent, Bruce. That’s the real operational part of this. 

Larry At what point did John surrender to these channelings? Periodically he would 

have a little bit of a rejection, certainly when money was raised as an issue, but at 
what point do you think he just said okay, this is it? 

Bruce I don’t know that there was a time. I don’t remember John ever calling it into 

doubt, except for the one time that one of the channelings suggested that ILM get 
ten percent of his net worth. He had a violent reaction to that, but that was the 
only time that I ever recall a reaction to any of this. 

Larry A negative reaction. 

Bruce Yes, it was all pretty much acceptance. 

Tom We’ll get to that one, that channeling, today. 

Bruce He would have been working with Jim pretty closely for a year, before I started 

having detailed discussions with him. He would have already made that transition. 

Larry Could I just follow up? 

Bruce Yes, go ahead. 

Larry What about you? When did you begin to not doubt these channelings? 

Bruce I don’t recall having an issue with them. I was pretty far along at this point. 

You’re talking ’84? 

Larry Yes. 

Bruce I’d worked with John for three years. 
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Larry Okay. 

Bruce I would’ve seen enough things that, my reality was so significantly altered from 
the first few months that I started meeting with John. 

Larry Right. 

Bruce I actually shared my spiritual story, and I don’t know if that’s recorded, but that 
would be an interesting corollary to this: because in my story I talked about my 
internship with John Fetzer. 

Larry If I’m remembering right, wasn’t there a specific instance with a palm reader? 

Bruce Absolutely. Yes, I went into that actually in telling my spiritual story. I’d met 

with Jim Walker, a gifted palm reader, who proceeded to tell me intricate details 
about my private life in front of a group of strangers. I went home that night 
shaken, because I didn’t know how he could possibly know. I concluded that 
there really aren’t any secrets. Of course, I had that background through Bible 
training that God is omniscient, omnipresent. 

But that led to a number of very substantive conversations with John Fetzer about 
the Akashic records, a kind of the library in the astral plane, where all thoughts 
and deeds are recorded. That happened probably in ’82, yhe beginning of ’82, so I 
would’ve been two years into having some pretty mind-blowing experiences. 
From that point forward there was the dowsing, and then all kinds of stuff. By that 
time we would’ve also been talking about the telephone to the astral plane, and 
George Meek’s work; so any number of things contributed and supported all of 
this. Moving on. 

Tom I’m going to briefly address another channeling, Bruce, that’s not in this book. It 
was done in February ’84, in Tucson. It was done at about the time just before 
Jim Gordon went to Egypt. Jim Gordon went to Egypt in March ’84, and that’s 
when he met John Roger and things changed for him. So this was done just prior 
to that. It’s a channeling that’s in box number two in the vault. I’m going to read a 
couple of quick passages here, and have you comment on them. 

It’s a channeling from Archangel Michael and Kuthumi, who is one of the Great 
White Brotherhood masters, and Cato. The passage from Michael states, “Jim 
also is beginning to serve this light and this purpose well. Just this morning we 
gave him insight into certain instruments, and he has begun to write them down, 
although he does not understand what he writes. It will be much the same as what 
was written in the past concerning Atlantian equipment that has been given to you 
by other sources.” 

Cato has a passage here: “Greetings, this is Cato. At this time myself and a couple 
of other masters are here in a conference room in Shambhala not too far from this 
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location,” meaning John’s ranch in Tucson. “He, Jim, needs to find a way to come 
forth freely and not be tied, so tied down to an organization or group of 
individuals of supervision.” Those are the two passages there, Bruce. 

The one pertaining to equipment again that keeps popping up. To me, it’s 
important because John in his last missive to the Board, in his last Board meeting 
in 1989 in Kalamazoo, harped on the in-house lab; it relates to that, I believe. The 
second one, from Cato, talked about Shambhala being not too far from Tucson 
and also Jim not being tied down or supervised. Several things are there, and I’d 
like your reaction to them. 

Bruce There are actually two separate threads there. I’m trying to scan my memory as to 
whether this is in writing anywhere, but I know verbally, as it was discussed many 
times. The first, about the instrumentation, is that John felt there was a parallel 
universe, and that these instruments already existed. One role for the Institute was 
to find the spiritually awakened scientist that could discern or channel those 
schematics, replicate that instrumentation, and then test the efficacy and viability 
of it. The idea here is that a special knowledge was going to be given to the 
Institute to help to catalyze change, that it required the Institute to take that risk of 
investing in that type of process, and that necessarily required the creation of an 
in-house lab, because John was suspect of giving money to universities. 

He had had a number of experiences where external institutions would water 
down what he really wanted to do. He had a negative experience way, way back 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, with the University of Nebraska there. Didn’t even put his 
name on the communications building where he set up the studio, gave them the 
equipment - this is just a whole other story. And he had a negative experience at 
Borgess, where he tried to set up a holistic clinic and that got watered down. Then 
he had a negative experience at K College, where he tried to set up a lecture series 
that got pretty much hijacked. Finally, when it came time to giving money to 
Western [Michigan University], he insisted that his name be on the building, so 
that there would be a display in there. He was very specific towards the end. 

My point is that he had all these negative experiences with institutions wanting 
the money, but not really wanting to do what he wanted to do. That was the 
reason for the idea of creating an in-house lab. The difficulty with having an in- 
house lab, which was pointed out later on by the Board of the Institute after John 
died, is that the in-house lab would not be equipped well enough to do the job it 
really needed to do; plus it wouldn’t have a reputation, nor could it afford highly 
credible scientists who would be able to publish, and make a difference in the 
world. John was not dissuaded by that, because he felt that if some breakthrough 
was discovered, it would find its way to the marketplace. But the reality was that 
we had already had years of trying stuff, and none of it worked. There needs to be 
an accountability as a public institution, and it was an inspired idea that didn’t 
prove to be practical. 
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Larry It’s curious, I was listening to a program on National Public Radio where some 
reputable scientists are beginning to think that there are parallel universes. 

Certain subatomic particles are disappearing into somewhere else. Finally, after 
all these years, the traditional scholars are beginning to look at this. 

Bruce In Fetzer Franklin we are starting to look at some of the fundamental assumptions 
of time and space, and we’re characterizing that as developing a relational view, 
and not a separate view. It’s a relational view, information reality, new visions of 
life, and then extreme human possibility and awareness; but that’s a whole other 
discussion, not for this. The legacy of this, which is an important question in the 
Fetzer Franklin science program, is taking these concepts, and making the 
founding legacy assumptions about looking in a very new way, almost a spiritual 
way, into what we call consciousness. 

We are finding that bridge between the alternative and mainstream sciences, and 
doing it in a way that is very smart and strategic. We are starting to raise 
questions that are of interest to both alternative and mainstream science that, 
given the development of a proof of evidence or a case or a developed hypothesis, 
will necessarily require the mainstream to put lots of money into it. 

We are thinking in a very catalytic way, we’re taking the routes of this spiritual 
impulse, and we’re creating this bridge between the alternative view and 
reductionistic traditional view. That is the core purpose of Fetzer Franklin, to 
realize the legacy of the scientific vision of the founder, but to do it in a way that 
makes an impact. So that deals with that first one. 

The second question that you raised is a separate issue, about Jim being free from 
management and external; that was about the time that Jim had outside influence 
from two different sources. I believe at that time he was working part-time for the 
Institute, and also was still working in the health food store. I think what this led 
to later on was Jim going full-time and not having to do that other job. 

The second thing was that, eventually Jim did break away from the Institute, but it 
was at Glenn Olds’ insistence. Glenn was completely uncomfortable with Inner 
Light Ministries, Inner Light publications at the time, and essentially kicked Jim 
out. John provided a gift to the Institute that was then forwarded to ILM to help 
start his endowment. This is actually foretelling two things: One, that Jim would 
move part-time to full-time; and two, that eventually he would be separated from 
the Institute. 

Larry Wasn’t he supposed to be writing something also? 

Bruce Yes, Jim was supposed to be available to work with John, as well to write. 

Tom The writing comes up after the Egypt trip, Larry. That’ll show up, too, here. 

Larry Okay. 
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Tom In what we’re going to go over today. 

Bruce So those are the two topics, Tom, and I think I addressed them. 

Tom Yes. I may just say that, as far as research, the notion of a clinical approach to 
research like the ARE Clinic was doing, where clinical results would somehow 
get published, that just doesn’t seem to be up to snuff, as far as academic rigor 
goes. They have to have something called double blind studies, in controlled 
research environments. We know from interviewing Gladys McGarey that they 
had the strong notion of clinical results being proof-positive of things, and that’s 
just not the standard that science holds research to. Would you say that’s the case, 
Bruce? 

Bruce Absolutely. The strategy was flawed right from the start. 

Tom That’s how I thought it through, that this notion that clinical results being proof 
enough is just not the case in science. 

Bruce You’ve got to understand something. John was not an idiot. An historian would 
look at this and say. He was off his rocker, he was misled, he was beguiled. John 
was not an idiot. I think what this actually shows is that he was more captivated 
by the novelty of spiritual impulse and direction than scientific rigor; he just 
instinctively felt this was the way to go. 

I’ll tell you how he grounded this, because he talked to me about this: This was in 
the 80’s, and John had an unbelievable ability to see into the future. That’s how 
he was able to achieve first mover advantage. In the early 80’s he said. There is a 
looming health care crisis in this country, where cost is going to overwhelm our 
economic ability to support the system. And lo and behold, what is the biggest 
issue right now? And this is 20 or 25 years later. How did he know that? 

Larry Tying it in with his whole life of being somewhat adventuresome in the fields of 
science, radio, and television, couldn’t you also see this as ja continuation of that, 
that he was being adventurous? 

Bruce No, John would not waste money. If you looked at his lifestyle, he would 
absolutely not waste money. What I’m saying is, John was a very practical 
businessman. He was a smart businessman. He saw a crying need, and these 
alternative therapies were aimed solely at finding an alternative way of balancing 
the physical, emotional, and mental, so that people could awaken to spirit. This is 
the whole thing. If you don’t get that, you miss the whole point of these 
channelings. 

It’s not about an alternative of ‘whatever’. It’s about the spiritual awareness. The 
reason why the channelings talked about some of these therapies was on the 
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premise that alternative therapies that were natural, that they came from within 
the body or treated the energy systems, and so were less invasive, had fewer side 
effects; they would help people to move further along the path of awakening, so 
that they could then become aware of soul. So that’s the whole point of that. 

Looking back on this, a historian would say, This stuff is absolutely without 
merit. There are some principles that last the 300-year vision: that is to find the 
intersection between an essentially necessary real world need and a very different 
approach to it, based upon a spiritual impulse. That’s what he’d say is the 300- 
year legacy. 

Tom That’s very well said. 

Larry But, 50 years from now, historians are going to be writing humorous articles 

about some of the mainstream medical things we’re doing right now, saying how 
could they be so stupid? 

Bruce That’s correct. But, what’s interesting about this is that John was a risk taker. He 
was a visionary and an entrepreneur. 

Larry That’s what I meant by adventurous. 

Bruce So yes, he would fund exploratory work, but he wouldn’t waste money. Instead of 
charging headlong into this, had we really taken some self-examination in more 
detail in the beginning, I would have to say, looking back on it, that the millions 
that were funded on these types of things was money wasted. It’s not because the 
idea was bad, but because the protocol and the venue and the approach were 
wrong. That’s just the long and short of it. There were mistakes made in the early 
days, because the novelty of experimenting was more attractive than the rigor of 
producing results. Does that answer that question? 

Tom Yes. All right. Now Jim Gordon has gone to Egypt in March of 1984. He meets 
John Roger, his teacher, and to me it seems like from that point on the 
channelings take a turn. The first one from here is July ’84. You’re going to have 
to look for that one too, Bruce; for mine it doesn’t have a tab, but it’s right at the 
very front of my book. It’s the first thing in my book. The first page of it, it starts 
about two-thirds down. It’s just the bottom of the page and at the top of the page 
it’s handwritten: July 1984. 

Tom It says, “Beloved in the Lord, I come unto you, and this expression bring these 
words of wisdom. My name is Kuan Yin.” Let’s see if you can find that one. 

Tom July 1984. It’s Kuan Yin, and on page four, paragraph three, it says, “Be aware 
that the flow of life that comes down into the physical planes as the inner light 
consciousness, or as the mystical traveler consciousness, or as a sound, vibration 
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of sound and light, the holy nod. All of these expressions are one, and all of them 
are the divine love of God. The soul that manifests it is Beloved John,” which, of 
course, would be John-Roger. Page five, paragraph three, it says, “J-R is unable to 
handle all the great souls that are coming to him. J-R is drawing many more than 
he has marked for him, so it is time for yet another part of him, that of Jim, to 
come forth and take on those that are marked for God as well.” On page seven, 
paragraph one, it says, “Just as the Foundation had to be first drawn up on paper 
to be set about financially, and people began to think about what the next move 
would be, so it is now time to give birth to the spiritual organization.” In this 
channeling, Jim is talking about something quite different. He is not talking about 
the Foundation. He’s talking about what’s next for him, and it comes out of his 
trip to Egypt in March, where he met John-Roger. What comments would you 
make on this, Bruce? 

Bruce Going on, the comments don’t have to be typed in bold. For some reason I don’t 
have this channeling in my book. I’m going to go back to my third set and see if I 
ever did get this channeling. If I had not gotten this channeling, that would be 
very instructive, that John wouldn’t share this with me. That’s the first thing that I 
would say. 

The second thing is that I remember a subsequent channeling where it says 
something like a million souls are marked for Jim. I recall taking that channeling 
into the Monday night group, and the only two people that understood what they 
were talking about were Cleora and myself; and there was confusion in the group. 
Of course, John didn’t say anything. This is where the purpose of ILM became 
contentious later on, about what John intended for ILM when he set it up and 
endowed it. 

I think this led later to disagreements between Jim and everybody else, about how 
Jim’s role is to listen only to spirit. It’s the first time where Jim is creating a role 
obviously separate from the Institute, and I think that should be noted. The second 
thing that should be noted is, this is the first reference that I’ve seen in this to a 
request for financial support, which makes me wonder why I don’t have the 
channeling. 

Tom The next one after this is where he goes specifically into talking about ten percent. 

Bruce Okay. That’s all I can say until I read it and add more to it. 

Tom Okay. Look for one dated October 30, 1984. 

Bruce I have it. 

Tom Right. This is an important one here. This is in Tucson. It’s Jim channeling the 
Masters of Inner Light to John, and to, I believe, the core group at this time (Ed. 
Note: Bruce corrects this). Not the Monday night group, but the core group of the 
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executives of the Foundation at the time, which was you, Carolyn Dailey, Lloyd 
Sweringa, and Chuck Spence. So let’s see. 

Bruce Actually what happened was that—hey, Tom? 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce I was in this session. 

Tom Yes, you were in this session. 

Bruce Right. We were in John’s library in Tucson. It was Jim Gordon, John, and myself. 

Tom Just the three of you. 

Bruce Just the three of you only, and that needs to be put on the label. I remember this 
distinctly. 

Tom Okay, good. It wasn’t the core group. 

Bruce That’s correct. 

Tom John and Bruce, okay. 

Bruce John, Jim, and Bruce. 

Tom Okay. The first group is dated 10/30/84 at the top, and it says page one, side one 
at the time for the tape. On page three of this one, paragraph two, it says, “And 
on the third level will be the activity of Jim, working as a liberator of souls as he 
so desires it.” So,again, that’s a new development there. 

Bruce Right. 

Tom Then if you go to the next— 

Bruce Understand the conversation we had after ,about this: Jim was leery. Jim was 
resisting it, and John was encouraging him. That’s what the back story on that 
was. 

Tom Interesting. I can add, as a side note, that it wasn’t until 2002 that Jim actually 
started initiating. 

Bruce That’s correct. 

Tom Jim resisted this for almost 20 years. 
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Bruce Exactly. This wasn’t something that Jim initially wanted to do, and John 
encouraged him to pursue it. 

Tom Yes, this one had been far too ambitious for Jim’s own taste. 

Bruce This is actually a— 

Tom The next section at the top says, Roman numeral I and then in parenthesis (1-12). 
That’s the next section of letters. It starts on the next page, the very next page. 

Bruce Right. 

Tom It’s 10/30/84, side one, page one, Roman numeral I or an I, and then in 
parenthesis (1-12). You see that one? 

Bruce I’m sorry, I’m working on this. 

Tom The very first words are, “As we come together at this time.” This is a long multi¬ 
page session here. 

Bruce All right, here we go. Got it. “As we come together at this time.” 

Tom Yes, okay. The third page of that. 

Bruce Okay. 

Tom Paragraph two, third sentence. 

Bruce Yes. 

Tom “I Jesus have overshadowed this individual as a master in another lifetime, and 
have helped him raise up into the great light and glory of God; and now it is his 
time to help raise up others to that greater glory. This is the purpose of his life. 
This is his mission.. .and so we now try to bring to you, through an individual 
such as Jim, this greater light and truth that is God’s.” So it connects Jim with 
Jesus, a pretty specific dramatic statement there. Then you go all the way to page 
12 . 

Bruce Well, just, on that last statement— 

Tom Go ahead and comment. 

Bruce Let me make a comment about that. There’s underlining in there. That’s actually 
my underlining, where it says, “. . . and now it is his time to help raise up others to 
that greater glory. This is his purpose in life. This is his mission.” That’s my 
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underlining. This was substantively discussed, and John was encouraging Jim to 
pursue. Again, Jim was reticent about this. 


These channelings again happened over a series of days. What would happen is 
that there would be a channeling. We would not replay the tape. There was little 
discussion about it; then there was a subsequent channeling, except for, in Jim’s 
struggle, when John would encourage him. 

The point is that I would’ve underlined that, because management of the Institute 
was charged with operationalizing what John wanted to do. There would’ve been 
clear direction from John to say, this is the direction this is going. This is real 
interesting to me, to even go through this again; because after John died and the 
ILM trust got set up, there was a lot of discussion (I don’t know if you recall), 
about the purpose of ILM. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce Jim wasn’t pleased about that. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce So anyway— 

Tom John assumed he would be initiating, Jim didn’t really want to do that. 

Bruce That’s exactly what that is. Now here’s the point, and this is the 300-year vision 
point: It’s not to try to talk about a specific path or a religion. The purpose of this 
was uniting with soul, soul awareness. You’ll see in John’s writings of things, 
subsequent to these tapes, John is starting to use the word soul awareness or use 
that phrase in his memos. He was not saying that everyone at the Institute literally 
had to be initiated in sound and light. That’s what I’d say about that. 

Tom Yes. What I would say in general is, this whole notion as it comes in, and then in 
the last several years, just really complicates things. It creates the complication for 
the Institute that we continue to experience today. To bring this into practice, it 
really makes it difficult for any board to think they’re following John’s direction; 
because even in 1984’s current core group, some of them were interested in this 
part, some of them weren’t. So then what do you do? 

Okay, if you go to page 12. 

Bruce All right. Let’s stop on page seven, because there’s an important line here. 

Tom That’s fine. 

Bruce I underlined this as well. What they’re basically talking about is that you can 
almost look at this in a generic sense, of peeling away the things that hold you 
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back from soul. Literally, that line is, “And this is what we are attempting to do in 
each of you, to remove that which distorts the light that is your soul, to remove 
the mind, the emotions, the physical desires, as much as possible, so that more 
and more the light that is God can manifest in its pure form. Remember that, as 
each of you are God in manifestation.” It moves from Jim, and then broadens to a 
wider message. But anyway, let’s go to page 12. 

Tom Bruce, this complicates things, wouldn’t you say? To add this higher part, it just 
makes it very difficult for people to follow along, for most people. 

Bruce It begs the question. Why is spirit important? The spiritual awakening is the goal. 
That’s why I say, Love is both a noun and a verb. You can love someone, but you 
can also go to unconditional love, which is the final destination. This is where the 
confusion goes. Some would say, All you need to do is public service to other 
people, and that’s love and that’s our mission. And that’s not our mission. That’s 
the point. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce This is where we get bogged down, with the whole question about horizontal 

versus vertical light. There have to be ways of talking about it, other than getting 
into the defined pathway that’s described here. This is Jim’s path, and he was 
sharing through the channeling his path with John. It was also the path that John 
chose. But you note in this, it doesn’t say anything about the purpose of the 
Institute in this. It talks about the path that Jim’s put on. That’s an important point 
to make. Okay, so page 12. 

Tom Page 12, at the very bottom. This whole last paragraph is an MSIA notion of the 
ten percent and the 90 percent. It’s a metaphysical notion that has to do with 
tithing, but God takes care of 90 percent of everything; it’s up to us to take care of 
ten percent, whether that’s our meditation, which is ten percent of the day that 
we’re asked to do (Ed. Note: in sound and light meditation, or surat shabd). Or is 
it money or whatever. At the end, that paragraph gets more specific. But at the 
very end of the page, the very end of the paragraph, he says, “The idea of the 
Foundation came from spirit, but the goal of the Foundation is to serve the 
physical universe.” That had to be a shocking notion to both of you to hear that, 
that after all these years now the channeling is saying the goal of the Foundation 
is to serve the physical universe. You ask several follow-up questions about this, 
Bruce, a little later. 

Bruce Right. Where are you reading that? Yes, the goal of the Foundation is to serve the 
physical universe. 

Tom Yes. That’s a big change. The idea of the Foundation came from spirit, but the 
goal of the Foundation is to serve the physical universe. Then you later asked 
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several follow-up question about, You mean, the Foundation isn’t spiritual? The 
people in the Foundation aren’t spiritual? You ask it over and over again. 


Bruce Absolutely. Yes, it’s a big change, because in the prior channelings you don’t talk 
about ILM being. Actually, they talk about Jim’s work in the context of the 
Institute. Now it’s talking about it separate from the Institute. I can tell you this. 
Later on, when it got down to asking for ten percent of John’s money to be put in 
ILM, John flipped out. That’s the only time that I’ve seen him just directly reject 
a channeling. Then he reconsidered it. He said, “You know, it’s for us to integrate 
in and see what’s meant,” or I don’t recall what he actually said. 

Tom Yes. It’s in here. We’ll get to it. 

Bruce But you can see that this is all cueing it up. Maybe having almost 30 years to 

reflect on this, after seeing what happened, gives me a perspective I didn’t have at 
the time. One other thing I’d want to say in this session, and I’ll share this for 
historic purposes. In this channeling I was actually lifted up out of my body. I 
actually went up with Jim in this, and so maybe I was repeating questions because 
I wasn’t essentially all the way there anyway. 

Larry What did you see? 

Bruce I went up a column of light and it was like a council of voices. It was like you see 
in pictures of a plaintiff approaching the bench in the Supreme Court, that’s what 
it was. It was wise light beings that were giving counsel from the other side of a 
table, which Jim experiences a lot. 

Tom Were they speaking to you, Bruce? 

Bruce No, I was listening to them speak to Jim. 

Tom Interesting. 

Bruce It was like I was holding onto his shirt sleeve, and riding the wave. No, I’ve never 
gone there on my own, except once in a dream where Jim came to me after that. 
This is all so surreal. In the dream Jim came to me when I was sleeping and said, 
“These guys are trying to tell me how to set up ILM. I don’t understand what 
they’re talking about.” Then they spoke to me at that point, but that’s not in the 
channeling. They told me exactly what needed to happen. Soon afterwards, I had 
a meeting with Jim. He said yes, it actually happened. I wrote out all the notes of 
the dream, and he said, Well, let’s do it then. 

I don’t know how relevant that is to this message, but that probably explains why 
I repeated the question. Also, one other thing I want to share after this channeling 
is: I wanted to make sure what they actually said; I know for a fact that what 
happened was that I asked John to play the tape back. He rewound it, and the tape 
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would not play. Then John said, It must be that we’re not supposed to hear it right 
now. Literally, that’s what happened. John rewound it and it wouldn’t play. 

Larry Did he have a cassette player? 

Bruce Yes, it was a cassette player. Yes, he tried a couple of times, because I think he 

was curious to hear it for sure. He was upset, so he wanted to play it again. This is 
all coming back. Anyway, let’s continue on this. 

Tom Yes. Bruce, in my time in here, I admit to two experiences with Jim similar to 
what you described: two and only two, but they were the first two times I ever 
spent time with Jim. I don’t know if he could produce those, or if it was just 
something that happened and he had no control over it. I never even have directly 
discussed it with him, that I had two things quite similar to what you’re 
describing, and then never again. My two were in 1985, with Jim, not long after 
this, which kind of got me hooked. 

If you go to page 13, the next page, about two-thirds down. In my copy there’s a 
pencil check mark over the word “this” about two-thirds down. I don’t know if 
that’s in your copy or not. 

Bruce I’m sorry, what page? 

Larry 13. 

Bruce There’s a check mark over “this.” 

Tom About two-thirds down the page, it says, “This Foundation needs the flow of light 
from its soul, the council of masters of inner light.” It starts in the middle of the 
sentence. “This Foundation needs the flow of light from its soul.” About two- 
thirds of the way down. 

Bruce Sorry, I’m trying to find it. The top of the page says “help bring balance?” 

Tom Yes, that’s the page. 

Bruce Oh, “This Foundation”, yes, “needs the flow of light from its soul.” 

Tom “This Foundation needs the flow of light from its soul, the council of masters of 
inner light, and other masters who wish”— 

Bruce “Who wish to work with this.” 

Tom “Who wish to work with this. In order for the Foundation to have life and to 

continue its flow of service as it is meant to be. But in order for the Foundation to 
be successful, its focus must be in that 90 percent region, which would be the 
physical. So it cannot change its focus to be 50 percent physical and 50 percent 
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spiritual. This would not work. This is why we are calling forward the idea of the 
Institute of Inner Light,” which gets referred to as IIL, and then got changed to 
ILM, Inner Light Ministries. He’s describing then, he’s leading John towards the 
notion of a separate organization, Inner Light Ministries. Do you have a comment 
on this one? 

Bruce Obviously, looking back, to be charitable, Jim is borrowing a term from J-R and 
MSIA clearly says that karma is 10 percent, and that J-R deals with the 90 percent 
which is the spiritual. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce They would have all of these weekend warrior workshops, and participants would 
write in to him, asking about relationship issues. J-R’s patent answer would be, 
“That’s the 10 percent. You take care of that.” 

Tom If you flip forward a few more pages, there’s a new session. This session was 16 
pages, so if you flip through that, and go to the next section which, in my copy, 
has a Roman numeral III at the top in pencil. 

Bruce Right. 

Tom Okay. Go to page five. My copy has two page fives, three, four, five, and then a 
second five. 

Bruce Okay. 

Tom It’s on the second page five. 

Bruce Okay. 

Tom Paragraph four. 

Bruce Within the council chamber. 

Tom At the top? 

Bruce At the top it says, “Yes, my brothers?” 

Tom No, at the top it starts, “In a better balance of light and truth.” 

Bruce Okay. I’m on that one. 

Tom Then I have two of those pages. I have two pages that start with those words. Do 
you? 

Bruce No, I have one. 
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Tom Okay. On your page one, what’s at the very bottom, Bruce? What’s the last word? 

Bruce Says, “Also hospices can be expanded.” 

Tom All right. That’s the correct one. That’s the page I’m looking for, that one. Now 
paragraph four. “It can be done with the ten percent that has been asked.” Let’s 
see. Oh, yes. Last paragraph. “Also hospices can be expanded upon and a greater 
sense of dignity and understanding can be given. It’s a far-reaching process, but it 
can be done with the ten percent that has been asked.” Then a sentence later it 
says, “For the Foundation to do its work, it will take the 90 percent.” That’s the 
first time this pops up, so it’s a little oblique; this is the first time he’s referring to 
a ten percent, talking about money now. For the Foundation it will take 90 percent 
which talks about money now. This is the first time it pops up and it’s indirect. 

It’s not direct. Okay. Then if you go to page seven— 

Bruce Yes, I remember. John and I talked about this. He was angry, and he said they 
couldn't possibly be talking about money. I remember that comment. He was 
ticked, to put it bluntly. I mean, he was ticked. 

Larry But not at the time. 

Bruce Not during the channeling he didn’t. No, he didn’t react during the channeling. 

He reacted to my asking him about it afterwards, and we tried to play the tape 
back and it wouldn’t play. 

Tom Okay, we’re going to get more specific here, very soon here. The very next 
session gets more specific. 

Bruce Right. 

Tom Go to page seven on this session, paragraph two, Bruce Fetzer: “On the subject of 
spirituality versus physical, do you view the efforts of the Foundation and its 
development of instrumentation as not being a spiritual process?” You’re asking 
this question. You’re smart. It’s occurring to you. Then in paragraph five, again 
you ask, “Is the development of instrumentation along the research and 
development effort mean non-spiritual process?” The answer given is, “It is a 
very spiritual process, but it is a very physical one as well.” That’s the answer 
given to you. So it’s confusing. Do you have a comment on that? 

Bruce The follow-up question says it all. It says, and then I asked again. “Sometimes the 
Foundation is referred to as physical and IIL as being spiritual. What’s really the 
essence behind that? Does it mean the people in the Foundation are not spiritual?” 

Tom The answer is, “No, no, not at all, it’s not meant that way. Remember all in one in 
God,” which is a very oblique answer. Everything is spiritual, essentially. He goes 
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to a non-dualistic statement, where everything is spiritual. But essentially, you’re 
asking the right question there. What’s your comment there, Bruce? 

Bruce Well, at the time I would have had a different view than now. I’ll give you both 
answers. At the time I just accepted that. Now, when I look back and see what 
actually happened, it was the first time that turf appeared. That’s the reality, to be 
blunt. It kind of sets up the ask. You have to understand something. In these 
channelings, I didn’t question the source or the authenticity, and neither did John. 
I think what we’re trying to do here is look at history and then legacy. John didn’t 
question the authenticity. He just didn’t. Even if something made him mad, 
something like this, he would say, Well, that just needs reflection. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce He would use that as a learning opportunity to say. Why am I feeling that way? 

Or What information do I need to know? He just had a very developed way of 
going at this. You put me in that circumstance in 1984,1 was 26 years old. I was 
not as wise as John. You see me asking the same fundamental question three 
times, just to be clear, and the answers get less clear as you go on. It leads later on 
to a whole issue. I think this is fundamentally important to state: this led later on 
to ILM being kind of the spiritual head of the enterprise, with the Institute 
working in the physical planes. That was then reunited after Rob came, and I 
think that was wise for him to do that, to say the distinction is artificial. The 
founding legacy is a spiritual legacy and, therefore, you don’t delegate spirituality 
or you don’t delegate one aspect of the legacy. That’s a very wise thing. It’s really 
leading to all the discussions we have, even today, about what’s fundamentally 
different between the Memorial Trust and the Institute. They both have the same 
legacy. There are opportunities that one has over the other, one due to its culture, 
and the fact that there’s a physical advantage in the legal structure. But, aside 
from that, you can’t say they’re different legacies. That would be a mistake. 

Larry Bruce, when you made that retrospective comment, about this was the first time 
you see turf, are you saying that you’re starting to see at this point the unraveling 
of what a cynical eye would call a con? 

Bruce That’s a pretty harsh question, but at the time I didn’t. 

Larry No. 

Bruce I never would ever question that. 

Larry No, I’m talking about retrospective. 

Bruce Let me put it this way. I served on the board on ILM until about mid the 90’s. I 
resigned when there was a difference of opinion between what I felt the founding 
purpose was, and what Jim was saying. Jim, in the later years, treated the money 
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as his own personal slush fund. So what historians would say is, look at the proof. 
What’s done with the money should carry some weight, but I suppose if I wasn’t 
accountable to anybody, I would feel the same way, too. 

Eventually what happened was that Jim, as the spiritual head, was the dictator. 
That’s a pretty harsh statement. Again, I’m not going to draw you out on this, 
Tom. I’m just thinking back on this and saying, It’s the shadow side of spirit. 

Any one of us is corruptible. 

Tom I’ll make a couple comments here that aren’t any kind of damning comments, I 
don’t think. 

Larry Tom, I’m going to change the tape, so could you hold up just a second? 

Tom Sure. 

Larry Okay. 

Tom I’ll make a couple of comments here that aren’t really damning comments. I think 
they’re just logical. We’re getting ahead of ourselves a little bit here, but John 
giving Jim, giving Inner Light Ministries, approximately ten percent of his estate, 
which he did in the end, surprised everybody. Nobody knew it was coming. 
Nobody knew it was coming really. Didn’t Mike know at the very end? Probably 
Mike Gergely knew. He might’ve been the only one. But it was based on the 
notion that’s been clearly set up here, of Jim initiating. 

Then when it got set up, I was with Jim in Hawaii and John had died. We started 
operating with a much bigger chunk of money. Jim had no intention of initiating. 
It wasn’t even discussed. He was doing MSIA workshops essentially. That’s what 
he was doing. 

So, what do you call that? I’m not sure. I know Jim would always go back and 
forth about whether he was conscious of what was being said in the channelings 
or not. He would always say he wasn’t conscious; but then he would also say he 
did not give his mind over to the entity that was channeling, he stayed conscious. 
He kind of played it both ways in that regard. That’s one thing. 

The second thing is what this quickly sets up here, in just a channeling or two, I 
believe, (and Bruce, you know this,) is that the Loundation was complicated 
enough to begin with; but compared to now (Ed. Note: Once this channeling 
occurs), this becomes very complex. You have Inner Light Ministries, and the 
Loundation; you have the Loundation not being spiritual in its mission, but 
physical. You have these dichotomies that are springing up. You have Jim not 
really considering himself part of the Loundation mission anymore, but doing his 
own mission. 
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You go from a central unity, at least in John’s mind, of what this is all going to 
look like, to a very complex splitting, a set of different dichotomies, which I think 
is what we’re all still being tortured by today. All the differences of opinion that 
are being expressed on the various boards comes from this essential split of 
John’s mission, going from something that’s unusual but pretty simple, to unusual 
and very complex. It’s so complex that people can have different opinions and say 
no, it’s not this, it’s this; no, it’s not this, it’s this. 

Bruce I think you’re raising an important point. For a historian to go back and use the 

channeling as a roadmap to what John literally wanted done is a mistake, because 
I think what the channelings show is that the roots and etymology are 
metaphysical, and that’s the legacy. 

And you have an additional complication on top of all this. You have Jim’s 
opinion about what he should do. You have a number of people who had known 
John, who will say themselves that they have special knowledge, that they were 
John’s confidante in one form or another. You have all these different floating 
stories, some which are true, some which are not. Then you have the whole issue 
of memory coming into it. So the thing you go back to is what John wrote 
himself. That’s probably the most reliable source. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce What we’re trying to do here is create the context, and the context is that the roots 
and etymology are metaphysical. That’s the point. In 20 years none of us will be 
around, and then it’s left for anyone that comes by to ask, What was the founding 
purpose? It would be a mistake, I think, to try to take any part of the whole and 
say that’s the whole. This channeling is the first representation of the fact. It’s the 
first representation in writing, I think, of John’s personality. John took pride 
himself in sharing some things with some people, and other things with others. 

Not that he would contradict himself, but his quote to me literally was, “When 
they sit down to write a book about me, it should be entitled John Fetzer, the Man 
with Nine Lives,” he said, “because I’m like a cat.” He said that people know one 
of his lives and they swear that they know him in total. His direct quote to me, 
many times, was, “The truth is that no one knows the whole story.” You almost 
have to create the picture which is going to look more like a mosaic. John was 
very complicated. 

Larry That statement could be taken another way too, though. There were eight statues 
in the Hall of Records, and then you had John. 

Bruce Right. That’s an unusual coincidence, but he was going off the phrase of the cat 

with nine lives. His point was that he knew that he wasn’t sharing everything with 
everybody. 

Larry Compartmentalized. 
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Bruce Right. He consciously realized that he was doing that. And there were also 
channelings with Jim Gordon that we don’t have access to. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce That’s another point that historians need to understand: There could be some 

things subsequent to this that we never saw, which led to his final decision on the 
ten percent. 

Tom That’s a great point, Bruce. Past life channelings. He had all these past life 

channelings on everyone, on tape, and we have no access to any of those today. 
Those tapes don’t exist anywhere, that we know of. 

Bruce It would be a mistake to look at this channeling and say it’s the complete story. 

Tom Yes. Good point. 

Bruce That’s the one nugget out of this. I could tell you, though, that John responded 
very negatively to being asked for money. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce It’s because it’s one of his filters that he used to judge authenticity. This may have 
been one of the only times I witnessed him questioning the integrity of the 
process. 

Tom Yes. The next one here, Bruce, the fourth one of the series, lays it right out 
specifically. Shall we go into it? 

Bruce Yes. 

Tom The fourth section is listed on my copy with a handwritten Roman numeral IV at 
the top. 

Bruce Right. 

Tom On the fourth page I have a handwritten date at the top, but it’s the fourth page. 

Bruce Right, I have it. 

Tom Paragraph two. “Concerning the finances of the Institute itself.” Do you see it? 

Bruce Yes. 
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Tom Okay. That’s a first. You have a channeling for the first time talking: 

“Concerning the finances of the Institute itself.” That’s startling right there. It 
says, “We are in agreement at this point. We feel that the money set aside for the 
Institute be free at this point.” So Cato is talking about the finances of the 
Institute. 

Bruce Right. 

Tom Then on the same page, paragraph three, it says, “...We prefer that you set the 
monies up in such a way that there is a freedom, a separation.” Do you see that? 

Bruce Yes. 

Tom Paragraph four, “. . . Take a look at all that is the Foundation, and give ten percent 
of the all to God.” See that one? 

Bruce Yes. 

Tom John thought he was all of this to God, you know? So he thought every penny was 
going to God. 

Larry Is this why he wanted to play that tape back? 

Bruce Yes. 

Tom Go to the next page. 

Bruce Yes, I’d forgotten that it was that blatantly specific. 

Tom Yes. Go to the next page, paragraph three, because this just finishes it up. Go to 

the next page on paragraph three, at the end of the paragraph. “Give ten percent of 
the funding process.” In other words, back to God, which is within the Institute, 
IIL, “and tied to the God within the Institute itself.” Is that understandable? 

Bruce To answer your question, there was no comment. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce No comment by me or by John. You noticed that. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce Many other channelings, too; I think this is important for historians to note this. 

In so many other channelings, you see John respond if they ask a question. There 
is no question. He’s speechless. 
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Tom Suddenly Cato is telling him what to do with his money. 

Bruce Right. 

Tom That ’ s number one. 

Number two, he’s telling him to chop ten percent of it off and give it to God, 
when John thought it was all going to God. He’d been led to believe that for three 
years up to this point. 

Bruce So— 

Tom In glowing terms. 

Bruce Right. It doesn’t take much to imagine. When I first came up to Kalamazoo, after 
I arrived John Fetzer sat me down and he said, I have two guide rules for you to 
follow that you must follow. He said, Number one, never ask for any favors, 
never. He said, Secondly, don’t date any of my employees; and I followed both of 
those. In any event, this was one of his principal core things, don’t ask anything of 
me. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce If you want to get close to me, don’t put your hand out. I can’t tell you how many 
times he complained about IONS, because its funding model was to solicit the 
people that came to the meetings, to give advice. 

Tom Yes. You had to pay ten grand just to sit at the table there, I believe. 

Bruce Every time you went to a meeting, there was a presentation and then they would 
pass the hat. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce That really ticked him off. That’s one of the reasons he quit. Judy (Skutcher- 
Whitson) talked about that openly. You know John’s personality, it’s 
documented. But what you don’t know are the conversations that happened after 
this, without me there; for John to do that, he would have had to have more 
conversations. All I can tell you is that the document, the trust document for the 
ILM trust, was not set up until much later. 

Tom Yes, right at the end. 

Bruce The only document regarding John’s estate was to create the John E. Fetzer 
Memorial Trust. 

Tom Yes. 
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Bruce If you recognize that in his revokable trust agreement he actually does not even 
set up either the Memorial Trust or the ILM trust before he dies. He just has a 
revokable trust; subsequent to his death they were incorporated. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce So John kept things fluid. I think this is very important historically to know, that 
John did not incorporate; he did not want a public document about the purpose of 
these things. He had it all in a revokable trust that stipulated that these 
incorporated trusts be set up after his death. And it was only through Mike 
Gergely finding circuitous Michigan law all the way back to the 1900’s that he 
was even able to incorporate after the death of the settler. It was an obscure rule, 
and it was only available by virtue of the fact that there were more than three 
trustees. So that’s a parallel thing to this: The only document was the John E. 
Fetzer Memorial Trust, which was the residual of the revokable trust. 

Tom That was in ’89. 

Bruce That ILM trust could not have been drafted until— 

Tom ’89. 

Bruce Yes. 

Tom Yes, fall of ’89, summer/fall of ’89; that’s when Mike started showing up again. 

Bruce Yes, you’re talking five years after this “ask,” as it took John a long time to 
provide for that. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce So that’s an important thing to look at from a history standpoint. This sat with 
John for a long time, and there had to be a lot of conversations about it. This 
would not be something that was just popped out in the channeling, and all of a 
sudden John writes a check; not going to happen. 

Tom Yes. 

Larry A question occurred to me, Bruce. If that tape was blank when he tried to play it 
back, where did this transcript come from? 

Bruce It didn’t play. We pushed play and it would lock. It wouldn’t play. 

Larry But the tape was okay on another machine or something? 
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Bruce It probably played back on that one later, too. I don’t know. 

Larry Oh, at the time. 

Bruce But the tape did not play back. 

Larry At that time, yes. 

Bruce You’d press play and it would lock. 

Tom The energy got muddled, or whatever you want to say. 

Bruce Whatever it is, it just wouldn’t play. I remember taking the tape out and looking at 
it. I distinctly remember that. I even took my finger and put it in there and turned 
it to make sure the wheel turned. 

Larry They do malfunction sometimes, no question. 

Bruce Yes, the wheel turned. I actually, physically did that, and then John said, We’re 
not supposed to hear it now. 

Tom Yes. 

Larry But it must’ve worked at some later time. 

Bruce Yes, that’s where the transcription came from, right. Good follow-up question. 

But anyway, this is all— 

Tom We’ll probably end this one at this point. 

Bruce I think so. Let me just add one more thing. This is fascinating, what’s coming to 
me. At the time, I had no emotion about it. And right now I’m feeling like I was 
had, is the way I feel about it. It’s like I was not wise to—and it’s really not for 
me to decide. It was John’s money. 

For documentation purposes, I am trying to understand this emotion. I feel like 
John would ask me things, and we never really talked about it after Tucson. We 
just never talked about it again. That’s important to say. But it also is 
disinstructive that I even have any emotion about it now, because, literally, as 
John’s money, he could have bought a yacht or done anything he wanted with it. 

Larry What do you think he’d feel now? 

Bruce That’s a dangerous question. It’s just not fair to speculate. Well, let me take a shot 
at that. John was a solid businessman. The question is, If John were still alive, 
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would Jim have done everything that he did? I think he would not have, because 
Jim didn’t do a lot of this stuff until after John died. 

Larry I don’t mean that. I meant, if he came back for some reason. If he had died and 
came back and could review what had happened. 

Bruce All I can say is, John does come back to me. He has very specific things to tell me 
in my dreams, and sometimes consciously, too. 

Larry Other people have said that he’s come back. 

Bruce Yes, but he hasn’t said anything to me about ILM, I’ll tell you that. 

Tom He hasn’t? 

Bruce He has not. He has said plenty to things about the Institute. 

Tom Yes. I’ve had John come to me a few times, and without fail it’s always been the 
first night I’ve flown back into Kalamazoo at Seasons; and it’s always been about 
the Institute. It’s never been about ILM or anything else either, for whatever that’s 
worth. 

Bruce I don’t know where this idea came from. It’s almost like this is just coming to me. 
It’s just unfair to speculate. Well, I will. Maybe Jim feels like he took John to soul 
and this is John’s way of paying him. I don’t know. 

Tom Bruce, can I chime in on this? 

Bruce Yes. 

Tom Jim always claimed he had no idea what the channelings said. He always said that 
to me. He swore up and down, that he had no knowledge of anything that was in 
any of the channelings. So for Jim, his public statement would be he’s making his 
own decisions on his life based on his own guidance. These channelings were 
more John’s karma. They were John’s messages. They weren’t Jim’s messages. 
Where Jim was involved in the channelings by name, it was second person. Jim 
was being talked about as if he wasn’t in the room. Jim would claim no 
involvement whatsoever in the channelings. 

And for my part, I never knew any of this either. I never saw any of these 
channelings until this past year and a half or so. John played me one channeling 
where Jim, channeling somebody, I don’t recall who, said that Jim would have a 
quarter of a million initiates, 250,000 initiates. I remember sitting there in front of 
John listening to that. I don’t remember if it was in Hawaii or if it was maybe in 
1989.1 think it’s probably in 1989. 
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Bruce It wasn’t that far off, because there’s a channeling after this that talks about a 
million. 

Tom Yes. 

Bruce That’s the one that came— 

Tom It’s not in this book, not in my book. 

Bruce I’ve got it in one of my other books, because we took that one into the Monday 
night group and discussed it. 

Tom Interesting. 

Bruce I need to find that one. I wonder if you even have the complete book of 
channelings, if that’s the case. 

Tom This was just sent to me, probably by Jimyo, this book. I didn’t bring it out here 
with me. 

Bruce Right. What were you going to say, Tom? 

Tom I think we’re done at this point. 

Bruce We can turn the tape off then. 
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